Patent ductus arteriosus: anatomy and surgery in a cat.
A 5-month-old cat with patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) and probable small ventricular septal defect had severe cardiomegaly and congestive heart failure. The cat improved slightly with medical therapy and markedly after surgical closure of the ductus. A 4th left intercostal space thoracotomy gave good exposure. The external anatomy of the PDA was similar to that of a short, wide PDA in dogs; however, the internal aortic orifice was situated more cranial than in dogs, as evidenced by preoperative cardiac catheterization. Examination 1 year later showed marked reductions in heart size and electrocardiographic amplitude. The cat was 1 of 3 with clinically diagnosed PDA at the University of Pennsylvania from 1968 to 1980. The prevalence of PDA in 14,224 cats (0.2/1,000) was significantly less than in 68,049 dogs (4.7/1,000).